
Mandy Tidwell - ILMS 
Guidance Counselor

Mandy Tidwell radiates positive energy! Her 
motto is: Nothing great was ever achieved 
without enthusiasm. It’s a wonderful attitude to 
have as a middle school guidance counselor, 
where hormones and problems at home often 

collide for students. Though the job is a 
challenge, Mandy is happy to tackle any problem. She 

recently trained in what’s called Mental Health First Aid. 
“I like to be able to help them with the problems they are 
facing, to talk through things with them and find a solution to 
get them on the right path toward success and their dreams.”
This is her 16th year at ILMS. Mandy started as a special 
education teacher for 7 years, and has been counseling for 9 
years. Before that, she graduated from ILHS in 1998, then 
went on to play volleyball at Bluffton University, where she 
earned her teaching degree. She later earned her masters in 
school counseling from the University of Dayton.  
For many years Mandy “served” as the IL Varsity Volleyball 
coach, while her husband, 5th grade teacher Brian Tidwell, 
was the Varsity Baseball Coach. Now they spend most of their 
time coaching youth sports, like G-Team Basketball and Little 
Spikers Volleyball for their three children—Tyler (3rd grade), 
Claire (1st grade) and Ross (pre-K). If they are not coaching 
sports, as a family the Tidwells like to attend Indian Lake 
athletic contests and Ohio State Mens Basketball games. In 
her free time, Mandy also enjoys working out early in the 
morning and helping out her congregation at the Rum Creek 
Methodist Church. 
This week, Mandy and ILMS Student Council members are 
stuffing care packages that will be sent to IL graduates who are 
members of the military. Her birthday is next Monday:)
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